AMONG THE SWAMI S WESTERN DISCIPLES.               5
up with the Swami, at the time of lecturing, all the other stenographers having failed to transcribe utterances with sufficient rapidity or to grasp his ideas, thereby often confusing themselves and those who read their reports. Mr. Goodwin would take down a lengthy address in the evening, work through the night in typewriting off his stenographic reports, and then hasten towards midnight to the newspaper offices, the conductors of which were anxious to print the Swami's lectures, and this continued day after day, The Guru loved his disciple with infinite tenderness and initiated him into the practices and ideals of the Vedanta philosophy, so that he became an expert in grasping its contents and faithfully reporting them. It is needless to say that the Swami was grateful beyond words to his disciple. He could                  f *
not speak too highly of him ; he saw in him  a   great   Karma Yogin, one who could unselfishly perform work   for  the  sake of work and who could live the life of   ideals.    Mr.   Goodwin, of course, refused any remuneration as soon as he  understood the Swami and had been with him for  a   fortnight.    Though he came from the ordinary classes of society   and   his  education was not of a  scholarly   type,   he   exhibited   remarkable intellectual adaptabilities with reference to the Swami's work. His youth and his enthusiasm proved valuable stimuli.    The Swami often  spoke  of him,   saying,  "He is chosen   for  my work.    What would I do without him !   If I have a  mission, he is indeed a part of it."    And his words were  accompanied by his actions, for on no occasion would he enter a  new field of work  without  taking   with  him   this   invaluable   servant, And Mr. Goodwin performed   all the   duties  of a  travelling companion for his Guru,  such  as,  massaging  him   at  night when he was tired till  he  fell   into  sleep,   nursing   him   and keeping up nights when he was ill, taking care of his   clothes and  personal  belongings,   and    relieving    him  from   many embarrassments to which his social inexperience in the   West and his moods of absorption often made him liable.   Of course, he accompanied the Swami to England  on  his  second   visit, and thence to India, where he passed away at  the  early  age